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Largest Export Industry  

Metro  Largest Export Industry   
Industry's 
Share of 
Exports 

Akron  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  17.2% 

Cincinnati  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  23.5% 

Cleveland  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  14.9% 

Columbus  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  26.2% 

Dayton  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  28.5% 

Toledo  Transportation Equipment Manufacturing  33.8% 

Youngstown  Primary Metal Manufacturing  37.4% 

 

Annual Export Production 

Metro  
Total Exports 

Annually  

Rank among 
100 Largest 

Metros  

Akron  $3.6 billion  69 

Cincinnati  $11.8 billion 22 

Cleveland  $12.7 billion 21 

Columbus  $8.7 billion 32 

Dayton  $4.7 billion 56 

Toledo  $4.3 billion 60 

Youngstown  $3.6 billion 70 

7 Metro Totals  $49.4 billion   
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Export Share of Metropolitan Economy  

Metro  
Export Share of 

Gross Metropolitan 
Product  

Rank among 
100 Largest 

Metros  

Akron  12.5% 28 

Cincinnati  12.9% 24 

Cleveland  13.1% 21 

Columbus  10.3% 53 

Dayton  13.8% 16 

Toledo  15.8% 8 

Youngstown  18.0% 6 

 

Number of Export Jobs  

Metro  Export Jobs  
Rank among 
100 Largest 

Metros  

Export Jobs 
as Share of 

Employment  

Rank among 
100 Largest 

Metros  

Akron  32,654 61 9.5% 29 

Cincinnati  103,546 21 9.7% 24 

Cleveland  110,747 20 10.3% 20 

Columbus  76,282 27 8.0% 56 

Dayton  44,133 47 10.8% 14 

Toledo  34,597 58 10.6% 17 

Youngstown  30,097 68 12.5% 6 
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Exports to Brazil, India and China  

Metro  

Percentage of 
exports sold to 

Brazil, India and 
China  

Rank among 100 
Largest Metros  

Akron  8.8 35 

Cincinnati  8.6 54 

Cleveland  8.6 55 

Columbus  8.5 60 

Dayton  8.5 59 

Toledo  8.2 82 

Youngstown  8.4 71 

 

Goods vs. Service Exports  

Metro  
Service Exports as 

Share of Total 
Exports    

Goods Exports 
as Share of 

Total Exports    

Akron  23.1% 76.9% 

Cincinnati  24.1% 75.9% 

Cleveland  23.5% 76.5% 

Columbus  35.8% 64.2% 

Dayton  22.3% 77.7% 

Toledo  17.5% 82.5% 

Youngstown  15.0% 85.0% 

      

U.S. 100 Metro Average  37.5% 62.5% 

Source: All data comes from Export Nation: How U.S. Metros Lead National Export Growth and Boost Competitiveness. 
Brookings Institution, 2010.  

 


