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Through its involvement in 164 projects, CORF played an integral role in the cleanup of thousands of acres of 

contaminated land. The developments that occurred after remediation have had widespread economic impacts in the 

form of increased tax revenues, new jobs, and updated infrastructure. Grants from the fund have often been the catalyst 

needed to transform a site that had historically been a burden on a community. 

The Jeep Parkway (aka Overland) in Toledo was primarily known for its production of the Jeep Wrangler, which began 

in the 1940s and continued until 2006, when the facility was shut down. The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority 

acquired two Clean Ohio grants for the 100+ acres of brownfield, totaling $4.5 million. Once the clean-up was 

complete, the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority oversaw the construction of a 100,000 sq. ft. facility. In May 2016, 

the Dana Corporation announced that it will open a high-tech axle manufacturing plant on the site, with approximately 

$70 million of investment, expanding the existing facility to nearly 300,000 sq. ft. This facility is estimated to provide 

300 jobs by 2020. 

The former Greenawalt-Trenor site is located in the heart of Springfield. This site lay abandoned, and was acquired by 

the City of Springfield in anticipation of redevelopment. CORF funds supported asbestos abatement and demolition of 

the building. Due to the growth of the medical industry in the surrounding area, the site was sold to the Ohio Valley 

Medical Center. With the completion of the medical center in 2009, the site has been an economic success. As of 

2009, the project has created 135 high-quality jobs and has increased property value by $4 million. Once a health haz-

ard, this site is now a state of the art medical facility. 
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This site, formally in the heart of Canton’s downtown, was a department store in the 1950s and 60s. As years passed, 

businesses left for the suburbs, and the Kresge building sat vacant, slowly deteriorating. In 2004, the CORF grant 

allowed the city to demolish the building, creating a makeshift town square, where people enjoy lunches in the 

summer, and take in light displays during the winter holidays. Although no brick and mortar infrastructure has replaced 

the Kresge building, the transformation into a green space has helped attract visitors to downtown and revived the 

spirit of downtown businesses. 

This site, centrally located in Dayton, was home the General Motors Delphi Facility until 1995. The former industrial 

use of the site contaminated the land with various solvents, industrial waste, and petroleum. In 2005, the City of 

Dayton was awarded a $3 million grant for remediation. The location is now occupied by Dayton Tech Town, a 

technology commercialization facility which provides workspace to 36 companies who collectively employ 450 

individuals. One of Tech Town’s larger tenants is Dayton Children’s Hospital IT division who recently moved 100 

workers to the location. Tech Town has been played a major role in the development of a technology district in the 

heart of Dayton. 
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If you are interested in learning more about our brownfield initiative,  
or would like to become a part of our coalition, please contact:  

 

Jon Honeck, Senior Policy Fellow  

jhoneck@greaterohio.org.   
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