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What are Brownfields? 
Brownfields are former industrial or commercial sites 
where future use is affected by environmental 
contamination. In their current condition, sites are 
unusable for development. There are more than 9,000 
brownfields throughout Ohio, found in every county. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Programs 
Brownfield remediation programs at JobsOhio, Ohio 
Development Services Agency, Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency, and Ohio Water Development 
Authority work to lower clean-up costs to local 
governments and developers.  However, these programs 
often target specific site types or only offer loans—both 
of which can limit redevelopment possibilities.  

 
Previous Program: 

Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund (CORF) 

 Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund, Ohio’s former 
program, invested in brownfield remediation. 

 During its 12-year existence (2002-2014), the 
program provided $400 million to 164 projects 
across Ohio. During the life of the program, CORF 
received strong bipartisan support.   

 

CORF Successes 
A 2013 research study completed by GOPC found that 
state investment has a proven ROI: 

 One state dollar invested through CORF generated at 
least $4.67 in new economic activity  

 For every one job created or sustained through 
activities directly tied to remediating a brownfield, 
more than one additional job was indirectly created 
or sustained 

 $500 million in household and business earnings 
were generated annually by remediated sites 

 $1.4 billion were annually contributed to the state’s 
GDP, as a result of remediated sites 

Creating a New Public-Private 
Partnership for Redevelopment 

In order for the state to sustain its economic momentum 
and continue on a path of job creation, Ohio needs a new 
approach that creates a partnership between the public 
and private sectors and has brownfield redevelopment 
as its primary goal.  The new partnership requires 
regulatory reform and the right mix of financial 
incentives to leverage private investment.   
 

Toward Clean Ohio 2.0 
In 2018, Greater Ohio Policy Center is collaborating with 
public and private sector stakeholders to advocate for a 
sustainable, comprehensive brownfield program.   

GOPC is recommending to gubernatorial candidates and 
legislators: 

 Streamline Ohio EPA’s Voluntary Action Program 
(VAP) by providing options in addition to the 
covenant not to sue. Make regulatory reforms for 
legal assurances from the state to prospective 
landowners and real estate developers who did not 
contaminate a site under consideration. 

 Establish Clean Ohio 2.0, a program for brownfield 
clean-up and revitalization that is flexible and 
designed for long-term stability. With funding of $25 
million annually, this funding would complement and 
enhance current brownfield programs focused on 
industrial expansion.  

Brownfields 
Understanding Brownfields and Ohio’s Policies 

Ohio has the potential to bring in millions of dollars 
in additional investment, create jobs, and spur 

economic development through the remediation of 
brownfields.  

Through regulatory reform and increased funding, 
the state can recoup the benefits of remediated 

brownfields in Ohio. 

If you are interested in learning more about our 

brownfields initiative, or would like to become part of 

the coalition, please contact  

Aaron Clapper at aclapper@greaterohio.org. 


