
 

Investing in Brownfields 

Identifying Potential Funding Options for CORF 2.0  

Enhancing Opportunities for Job Growth 
and Development  

Ohio has the potential to bring millions of dollars in  

additional investment, enhance job growth, and foster  
economic development through the renewed investment 
in brownfield redevelopment. To unlock this economic 

potential, the state will need to dedicate $50 million 
specifically for brownfield remediation. 

GOPC advocates for a brownfield revitalization program 

with funding that is flexible, sustainable, and  
complementary to existing environmental remediation 
programs. GOPC and others call this proposed program 

Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund 2.0 (CORF 2.0) in a nod 
to the former brownfield remediation program. 

To fund CORF 2.0, GOPC recommends: 

Reprogram Existing Revenue 

JobsOhio Revitalization Fund 

The Revitalization Program is a loan and grant fund designed to support the acceleration of redeveloping sites in 
Ohio, with an annual allocation of around $100 million per year. Economic development officials, local  
governments, and real estate investors have reported that the program guidelines, as maintained from 2014 to 
present, have limited redevelopment opportunities.  

Returned Liquor Profits from JobsOhio 

When JobsOhio was established, the state transferred the  
state-owned liquor agency to provide operating capital for the  

organization, with profits earned from sales returned to each 
year to state. In 2018, these profits returned to the GRF are  
estimated to equal $42.9 million.  

Abandoned Gas Station Grant Program 

Standing as one of the few state-operated environmentally-
focused redevelopment grant programs still in operation, this 

grant program was established in 2015 to cover cleanup and  
remediation costs associated with underground storage tanks 
at eligible sites across the state. The program has $17 million  

available for grants, from the original $20 million set aside.  
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 Under the original Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund, every 

$1 invested by the state into brownfield cleanup  

generated $4.67 in additional economic activity.  

From 2002 to 2013, brownfield remediation contributed 

$1.4 billion annually to Ohio’s GDP. 

 

The Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund 

(CORF) was originally supported by 
state liquor sales, and the  
Revitalization Fund and Abandoned 
Gas Station Cleanup Fund consists of 
funds originally derived from the CORF 
program. GOPC recommends that the 
nearly $160 million in available funds 
should be considered as the main  
funding source for CORF 2.0.  
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About Greater Ohio Policy Center  

Greater Ohio Policy Center (GOPC) is a statewide non-profit organization that champions revitalization 
and redevelopment in Ohio’s cities and metros. GOPC is highly respected for its data-driven, nonpartisan 
policy analysis, research expertise, and policy development, and regularly provides expert analysis to pub-
lic, private, and nonprofit leaders at the local, state, and national level.  

In 2013, GOPC conducted the first and only independent, comprehensive study of the CORF program to 
analyze the statewide economic impact of public investment in brownfield remediation. In addition to ad-
vocating for additional brownfields funding, GOPC continues to support regulatory reforms that make it 
easier for communities to cleanup contaminated brownfield sites and policies that provide legal assur-
ances to prospective landowners and real estate developers who did not contaminate sites, to encourage 
development. 


