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Housing is considered affordable when rent and utility 

payments, or mortgage and utility payments, account for 

no more than 30% of an individual’s monthly income. 

Access to safe and affordable housing impacts all 

facets of Ohio families and individuals’ lives. Studies 

show that access to affordable housing has positive 

impacts on health and educational attainment. There is a 

strong relationship between housing stability and job 

stability, where an individual who is housing insecure 

has a higher chance of job loss and is more likely to 

remain unemployed for a longer period of time.  

Demographic Trends and Affordable 
Housing needs Across the State 
While the statewide population is expected to increase, 

population growth among counties is  variable. What is 

consistent across Ohio is a growth in seniors, minorities, 

and people in poverty. Vulnerable groups, especially 

seniors and low-income renters and owners, experience 

the greatest need for affordable and accessible housing 

and increases in rental costs is outpacing growth in 

median household incomes, resulting in an increase of 

severely cost burdened households.  

 

Existing Housing Resources 
Funding for affordable housing comes from a mix in 

federal, state, and local sources, with HUD acting as the 

primary funder of affordable housing in local 

communities. Commonly, funding is manifested through 

voucher programs or directly into public housing. 

Currently, there are thousands of households on waitlists 

for both public housing and Section 8 vouchers in the 

State of Ohio.  
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The Statewide need for                  
Affordable Housing: 

There are thousands of extremely low-income 
households who lack access to affordable 

housing. The figure above represents the gap in 
affordable housing units for households making 
30% of the Area Median Income (AMI) or less for 

Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, and Lucas 
counties. 

Income Category 
Income Limit (% Area 

Median Income) 

State HH Income 

Limit (4 pers.) 

Extremely Low Income (ELI) 30% AMI $20,600 

Very Low Income (VLI) 50% AMI $34,350 

Low Income (LI) 80% AMI $54,550 

Cost Burden Housing Costs ( % of HH Income)  

Cost Burdened +30%  

Severely Cost Burdened +50%   
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